CHAPTER XII
EXAMINATION SYSTEM
Before admission into a secondary school, there
is generally an oral test which is conducted by a
committee composed of an equal number of
teachers from the elementary school where the
child has received his early education and from
the secondary school to which he seeks admission.
The director of the secondary school acts as the
chairman of the committee. This test is mainly
a test of intelligence designed to discover the fit-
ness of the pupil to receive secondary education.
Where the director of a secondary school is com-
pletely satisfied with the standard of an elementary
school, the entrance examination can be entirely
dispensed with. As has been already stated,
Prussia recently has gone so far as to abolish this
test altogether.
After entering a secondary school, the pupil is
promoted annually from class to class up to Unter-
sekunda according to the judgment of his teachers.
In all six-year secondary schools, and in some
States in the nine-year secondary schools also,
there is at the end of Untersekunda, i.e., at the
age of 16, an examination called the Obersekun-
dareife (ripeness for admission to Obersekunda).
One of the conditions of admission into the senior